Martha Horton

October 5, 1950 - December 12, 2024

Martha (Belanger) Horton, 74, of Barnstead, NH, passed away on December
12, 2024. She was the beloved wife of Ralph Horton, with whom she shared

52 wonderful years of marriage. Martha was the daughter of the late George
R. and the late Anna (Spellman) Belanger.

Martha was born on October 5, 1950, in Nashua, NH. She received her
education from the Sisters of Mercy at Sacred Heart Elementary School and
Mount Saint Mary Seminary in Nashua. She graduated from Rivier College
(now Rivier University) in 1972 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary
Education. Martha taught first through third grades at Holy Infant Jesus and
St. Christopher’s Schools in Nashua, NH, Library Street School in Hudson,
NH, and the Mont Vernon Village School in Mont Vernon, NH.

One of Martha’s greatest joys was her family. She loved cheering on her
oldest son, Eric, during his Babe Ruth baseball games and enjoyed watching
her younger son, David, in his high school marching band. In recent years,
she found immense pleasure in attending or listening to tales of her
grandchildren's activities and celebrating their achievements. She treasured
every moment, whether it was concerts, first communions, football games,
hockey games, field hockey matches, or soccer games.

Martha was deeply committed to her work with the Ladies of St. Katharine



Drexel. She embraced the true Spirit of Christmas, particularly valuing their
service projects of adopting local families in need and supporting homeless
veterans at Liberty House in Manchester, NH during the holiday season.
Martha exemplified the values of St. Katharine Drexel by living a life of
humility, strength, devotion, and love for her family while helping others. This
is the remarkable legacy she leaves behind.

Martha is survived by her loving husband of 52 years, Ralph Horton of
Barnstead, NH. She also leaves behind two sons and their wives: Eric and
Amy Horton of Springvale, ME, and David and Beth Horton of Raleigh, NC.
Martha cherished her five grandchildren: Sean, Rebecca, and Allison Horton
of Springvale, ME, and Mackenzie and Tyler Horton of Raleigh, NC.
Additionally, she is survived by her sister and her husband, Paula and Gary
McNiff of Tamworth, NH, along with several nieces, nephews, grandnephews,
and a grand-niece.

Martha’s funeral will take place on December 28, 2024, at 9:30 AM, at St.
Patrick’s Church, located at 29 Spring St., Nashua, NH. Burial will follow at St.
Patrick’s Cemetery, 102 Derry St., Hudson, NH. In lieu of flowers, donations

may be made in Martha’s name to St. Katharine Drexel at 40 Hidden Springs
Rd., Alton, NH. 03809



Previous Events

MASS AT CHURCH

DEC 28. 9:30 AM (ET)

St. Patrick Church
29 Spring St.
Nashua, NH



Tribute Wall

Martha was a joy to work with at the Central NH VNA & Hospice
Volunteer Services program.

Randy Macdonald
Randy Macdonald - December 23, 2024 at 03:42 PM
So very sorry to hear of Martha's Passing. A very generous,
thoughtful person.
She will be missed!

Betty Turgeon

Betty Turgeon - December 19, 2024 at 08:37 PM

I met Martha at my jewelry shop in Alton. What a lovely lady. | am
so sorry for your loss. Praying for comfort.

Grace Rizzi - December 18, 2024 at 07:27 AM

Martha was a joy to be around! She worked and led the Hospice
Volunteer program where | had the privilege of working along side
of her. She had a huge heart! If | did not see her for a bit she would
always approach me at St Katherine Drexel to catch up! My
condolences to all of her loved ones you were truly blessed.

Diane Sebastian - December 17, 2024 at 03:28 PM



Martha was an integral member of our parish, St. Katharine Drexel
in Alton NH. Her leadership, energy, enthusiasm for projects she
undertook were always carried out with a smile [and terrific
organization!]. She certainly will be missed! Sincere condolences to
Martha's family.

--sharon norby, parishioner

sharon Sullivan norby - December 17, 2024 at 02:14 PM

| worked with Martha at Forestview Manor, in ]
fact, | hired her. | do not think we could have

gotten through Covid without Martha! She |
was our sentry, making sure Forestview was u
protected from the outside dangers! She was

smart and knew just what to say in every situation. Our guests loved
her and | am so very grateful to have known her. Although | have
never met her family, she shared moments of her deep pride in all of
them. My heart goes out to you all of you. Sincerely, Janis Coy

Janis Coy - December 16, 2024 at 05:00 PM



